
Chapter 2

THE JUSTICE SYSTEM



The Justice System

TO WHAT EXTENT IS THE 
JUSTICE SYSTEM FAIR 
AND EQUITABLE FOR 
YOUTH?

Edmonton Law Courts



Vocabulary

FAIR AND EQUITABLE
JUSTICE
JUSTICE SYSTEM
LEGISLATION
VALIDITY
COMMUNITY SERVICE
CRIMINAL RECORD
SENTENCE
REHABILITATION
REINTEGRATE
COLONIALISM



Arresting Rights

u You have the right:
u To remain silent

u To speak to a lawyer, 
parent, or guardian

u To have your parents 
(guardians) with you during 
questioning

u To have a lawyer if you go 
to court



Comparing Criminal Code and 
YCJA

u Criminal Code
u Adult offenders

u Going to court is usual 
consequence

u Defines adult sentences 
(prison)

u Allows publication of names
u Creates criminal record for 

most offenders

u Youth Criminal Justice Act
u 12-17 year olds

u Allows for counselling or 
community service

u Prohibits adult sentences for 
12-14 year olds

u Allows for adult sentences 
for 14-17 year olds (serious 
crimes)

u Protects privacy (no 
publication of names

u Allows avoiding criminal 
record



Breaking the Law



Breaking The Law

u Before YCJA everyone 
went to court
u offenders did not face 

consequences for a long 
time

u Consequences did not 
connect back to victims



So You Broke The Law…

u Factors to consider:
u Serious of offence

u History of young person

u Attitude

u Circumstances



YCJA Objectives



Affect of YJCA



Are Consequences 
Appropriate?

u Read articles on pages 72 
and 73



Jury Duty and Responsibilities

u Over 14, you can be tried 
by a jury

u Serious crimes will always 
have Jury

u 12 jurors all must be 
unanimous

u Anyone Canadian over 18 
can serve on a jury, with 
exceptions

u Jury duty is a duty of 
citizenship

u You are responsible to 
attend jury when called 
upon

u Employers must give you 
time off, but don’t have to 
pay you

u Exclusion only if serving will 
cause undue hardship



Advocacy Groups

John Howard Society
u Independent of 

government

u Deals with underlying 
reasons

u Education

u Help with reintegration

u Work with all citizens

Elizabeth Fry Society
u Independent of 

government

u Deals with underlying 
reasons

u Education

u Help with reintegration

u Work with women and girls



Elders and Justice System

u YCJA allows sentencing by 
committees
u Sentencing Circles

u Traditions from Aboriginal 
peoples

u Punishment can include 
banishment 



CHEAT SHEET

Ò Youth Criminal Justice Act
Ò Difference between Criminal 

Code and Youth Criminal 
Justice Act

Ò Pre-Youth Criminal Justice Act
Ò Jury Duty
Ò Fair and equitable
Ò Media and the YCJA
Ò Aboriginal Sentencing Circles
Ò Page 69
Ò Vocabulary


